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the initials W. H., to whom Shakespeare could have
addressed his 'fair youth5 Sonnets, (Among these I do
not include No. 26, the formal tone of which is ut-
terly incongruous anywhere in the series and strongly
suggestive of Shakespeare's dedication of Lucrece to
Southampton.) My candidate's appearance in the field
will also nullify the much debated question as to
whether an Earl, or the son of an Earl, be he South-
ampton or Pembroke, could (or would) be addressed
in print as 'Mr.' Furthermore, while William Har-
bert of Red Castle corresponds in age with Henry
Wriothesley, Earl of Southampton, he betters him
in the order of his initials. Other objections to the
claim for Southampton are sufficiently set forth by
Sir Edwin Chambers, who, unlike most of us, has no
particular axe to grind!
In the following pages I have taken the liberty of
fitting some of the Sonnets to events in Harbert's life
and of regarding him as the rightful owner of the pre-
fix and initials: Mr. W. H.